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Table 8.B10.—Supplementary Medical Insurance: Claims 
received by carriers and assignment rates, 1969–98

Calendar year

Total number
of claims

(in thousands)

Net assignment
rate 1

(percent)

1 Represents the number of assigned claims as a percent of claims received.

1969............................... 37,542 61.5

1970............................... 42,148 60.8
1971............................... 46,572 58.5
1972............................... 51,041 54.9
1973............................... 57,007 52.7
1974............................... 68,307 51.9

1975............................... 79,980 51.8
1976............................... 91,624 50.5
1977............................... 105,339 50.5
1978............................... 117,886 50.6
1979............................... 132,098 51.3

1980............................... 150,048 51.5
1981............................... 167,154 52.3
1982............................... 182,440 53.0
1983............................... 204,122 53.9
1984............................... 238,362 59.0

1985............................... 279,559 68.5
1986............................... 306,714 68.0
1987............................... 346,551 73.1
1988............................... 386,763 77.3
1989............................... 421,305 79.7

1990............................... 474,226 81.1
1991............................... 517,123 83.1
1992............................... 554,619 86.2
1993............................... 583,863 90.1
1994............................... 622,514 92.8

1995............................... 647,855 94.7
1996............................... 678,030 95.9
1997.............................. 688,891 96.7
1998............................... 697,523 97.3

Table 8.B11.—Supplementary Medical Insurance: 
Reasonable charge determination for SMI claims assigned 
and unassigned for aged and disabled persons, 1971–98

Claims approved
Charges before

reduction

Calendar year
Number

(in thousands)
Percent
reduced

Amount
(in millions)

Percent
reduced

Assigned claims

1971 ............... 25,919 44.5 $1,571 11.1
1972 ............... 26,798 47.5 1,630 10.9
1973 ............... 28,376 55.6 1,751 11.9
1974 ............... 33,295 64.5 2,194 14.3

1975 ............... 39,218 70.8 2,716 17.8
1976 ............... 44,065 74.3 3,261 19.9
1977 ............... 50,260 72.8 3,936 19.4
1978 ............... 56,493 73.6 4,678 19.9
1979 ............... 64,051 77.0 5,746 21.2

1980 ............... 73,068 80.8 7,303 22.7
19811 .............

1 Excludes Texas Blue-Shield plan for July–December 1981.

80,127 82.8 8,868 24.0
1982 ............... 91,615 83.3 11,315 24.3
1983 ............... 103,139 81.0 13,657 23.6
1984 ............... 128,559 80.8 16,571 25.4

1985 ............... 176,956 81.7 22,008 27.4
1986 ............... 191,139 82.8 24,662 28.4
1987 ............... 234,488 83.4 31,179 28.0
1988 ............... 271,225 85.6 37,275 29.8
1989 ............... 304,649 86.9 44,567 31.0

1990 ............... 341,220 87.5 51,012 32.9
1991 ............... 384,168 87.4 60,057 36.2
1992 ............... 412,924 86.2 67,667 39.7
1993 ............... 460,761 88.8 76,186 42.8
1994 ............... 508,981 87.7 85,170 42.5

1995 ............... 539,630 86.4 93,300 42.3
1996 ............... 550,587 87.1 97,744 44.9
1997 ............... 566,591 87.4 103,389 45.9
1998 ............... 575,789 87.9 106,947 46.9

Unassigned claims

1971 ............... 17,955 57.6 $1,348 12.5
1972 ............... 21,286 59.3 1,608 12.0
1973 ............... 24,691 66.4 1,886 12.6
1974 ............... 30,492 72.7 2,401 14.7

1975 ............... 36,182 77.4 2,973 17.7
1976 ............... 42,100 78.9 3,591 19.8
1977 ............... 48,619 77.1 4,233 19.0
1978 ............... 53,700 77.5 4,749 19.2
1979 ............... 59,961 80.9 5,596 20.7

1980 ............... 68,113 84.3 6,836 22.5
19811.............. 72,765 85.8 7,870 23.8
1982 ............... 80,253 85.4 9,545 23.9
1983 ............... 87,436 82.7 10,885 22.9
1984 ............... 88,594 83.7 11,216 24.2

1985 ............... 77,965 84.6 10,059 25.9
1986 ............... 87,121 85.0 10,757 26.9
1987 ............... 83,116 82.4 10,258 24.7
1988 ............... 76,503 86.4 9,005 25.0
1989 ............... 74,947 90.1 8,971 25.0

1990 ............... 77,746 90.4 8,789 25.3
1991 ............... 77,520 91.3 7,884 23.1
1992 ............... 66,403 82.9 6,215 18.5
1993 ............... 51,080 86.5 4,267 16.5
1994 ............... 39,364 86.4 3,255 16.3

1995 ............... 29,975 83.4 2,543 15.4
1996 ............... 22,819 84.4 1,952 15.8
1997 ............... 18,615 84.4 1,650 16.4
1998 ............... 15,172 82.3 1,382 17.1


